THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

OUR MISSION
The mission of The Church of the Good Shepherd is to make disciples of Jesus Christ on the northwest side of the Research Triangle, calling them in to a devoted community of worshiping and maturing brothers and sisters and sending them out into the culture and across cultures to be salt of the earth and light to the world to the glory of God.
Worshiping the Shepherd

Feeding the Flock

Seeking the Lost
OUR STRATEGY
(How, i.e., By What Means, We’re Trying to Accomplish Our Vision?)
We believe we will need to utilize the following resources to achieve our vision:

1.
GRACE (Ps. 127:1-2; the close of all Paul's letters)

a.
Recognized in prayer (STOP!) Mt. 9:38

b.
Seen in the sacraments (LOOK!) Mt. 26:26-30; 28:19-20

c.
Heard in the Word (LISTEN!) Acts 20:32

2.
GIFTS
a.
Spiritual Gifts (Rom. 12:3-8; I Cor. 12:1-11; Eph. 4:7, 11-13)



1)
Aptitudes (Paul's example: Acts 9:20-22; 22:3; I Cor. 4:7)

2)
Desires (Paul's example: Rom. 15:20)



3)
Involvement (Paul's example: Acts 9:26-27;11:25; 13:2, 13)

b.
Material Gifts (Prov. 3:9-10; Mt. 6:19-21)



1)
Tithes (Gen. 14:20; Lev. 27:30-34; Mal. 3:8-10; Mt. 23:23): Our General Fund



2)
Offerings (Ex. 25:1-2; I Chron. 29:1-20; II Cor. 8-9): Our Facility Fund and Missions Fund



3)
Alms (Dt. 15:11; Pro. 21:13; Mt. 6:2-4): Gifts made by you to needy individuals directly or through agencies like United Way, Red Cross, Pregnancy Support Services, etc.

3.
GOVERNMENT (Dt. 1:9-18; Lk. 6:12-13; 10:1-2; Acts 20:28; I Pet. 5:1-4)

a.
One for witness (I Pet. 3:15, "Ready Always")

b.
Ten for Training (Shepherding Group)

c.
Fifty for Feeding (Sunday School Class) and Ruling Elder ratio

d.
A Hundred for Helping (Pastoral Care Group) and Teaching Elder ratio

e. A Thousand for Thanksgiving (Worship on the Lord's Day)

OUR STYLE
(How, i.e., In What Manner, We're Trying to Accomplish Our Vision)

The motto of our church, reflective of our three purposes, is "worshiping the Shepherd, feeding the flock, and seeking the lost."  After analyzing both Scripture and our target community, we believe the following descriptions are helpful guidelines for how we will perform these actions. 
1.
Worshiping the Shepherd with simple, joyful reverence.

· Simple because heartfelt sincerity prevails in it over elaborate ceremony. 
· Joyful because we know that God is our Creator and Redeemer, and we cannot remain silent in view of his mercies. 

· Reverent because we are aware of how high and holy the one true living God is.
In addition to our weekly worship on the Lord's Day, we desire daily worship so "whether we eat or drink or whatever we do, we do everything to the glory of God" (1 Cor. 10:31).
2.
Feeding the flock with intelligent, disciplined love.

· Intelligent because it involves the mind in understanding God's Word and its ramifications for every area of our lives.

· Disciplined because it engages the will in obeying God. 

· Loving because it comes from love and produces people who increasingly love God and their neighbors.

In addition to our weekly instruction, we desire to "encourage one another daily" through close personal relationships.
3.
Seeking the lost with thoughtful, bold sensitivity.
· Thoughtful because it takes seriously and answers reasonably the objections to Christian faith raised by our modern age. 

· Bold because we are persuaded of the truth of the gospel.

· Sensitive because we express the universally-true Christian message in ways which are relevant to and respectful of our culture.
In addition to seeking people locally, we desire to extend our seeking globally praying and sharing our resources "that all nations might believe and obey" Jesus Christ.

Our Values

(Why We're Trying to Accomplish Our Vision)

Along with every other true church, we are motivated in our vision statement by obedience to Scripture.  Christ's Great Commission given in Matthew 28:18-20 is at the heart of what we are trying to do.  But unlike any other church, we have a distinctive personality as a congregation reflected in our name and the particular mix of biblical values we especially hope to uphold.  A church which takes the name of the Good Shepherd should share his heart.  We are motivated in our attempts to build this church for him by the following five values we will strive to champion.

A.
the worth of the individual (Lk. 15:4; Jn. 10:3, 14; Col. 1:28).  We believe that each individual is of great worth in the sight of God.  We, therefore, want to ensure that each member of The Church of the Good Shepherd is healthy and growing and sought when straying by a shepherd who knows and loves him or her.

B.
the limitations of the individual  (Ex. 18:18; Num. 27:16-17; Mt. 9:35-38).  We want the Lord to use us to gather more and more of his lost sheep into this fold, but we recognize all too well our finitude and frailty.  Therefore, we want constantly to train workers so that far from God's people being like sheep without a shepherd, they may be equipped for ministry and brought to maturity.

C.
the worth of the church  (I Cor. 12:12, 21; I Tim. 3:14-15; Heb. 13:17).  Although our American individualism makes us especially prone to independence, we accept God's verdict that community is important for his sheep.  We want to band together according to God's instructions under his ordained leaders for corporate worship, meaningful fellowship, and concerted outreach, resisting our natural tendencies to "do my own thing" and becoming a people for God's own possession, living together as family and flock, bride and body.

D.
the limitations of the church  (II Thes. 3:10, I Tim. 5:16; Rom. 13:1-7).  We certainly believe the church is responsible for something significant in God's purposes, and we, therefore, give a significant portion of our time, money, and ability to it.  We also believe the individual, the family, and the state have responsibilities from God, and the church should not try to do their work to the neglect of its own.  We want, therefore, to be involved in our vocations, families, and communities as salt and light, in addition to our involvement in the church.

E.
the worth (and limitlessness!) of god  (Isa. 40:28; Jer. 32:27; Heb. 11:6).  The ultimate reality we are committed to as a church is that God is worthy of our complete devotion and trust.  He has no limitations!  We want, therefore, to be a church characterized not by fear but by faith.
OUR VISION
The vision of The Church of the Good Shepherd is to become a thousand-member regional resource church which will be a center for the worship of God, a saltshaker affecting economic, cultural, and political life, and

a catalyst for the evangelization of the diverse people groups in the Triangle and beyond.


COMMENTS
1.  Where will we begin? With the academic, business, and professional community between UNC and Duke.

2.  Does this beginning mean we intend to be exclusive? Not at all! Our Lord is no respecter of persons nor do we wish to be. We want to see disciples made here from every educational, socio-economic, and racial group. To that end we will welcome enthusiastically any person who comes to us, and we will take initiative to help plant churches in other geographic parts of our area with other people groups or sub-cultures, using tools and forms adapted to those groups. We believe we are taking a strategic first step toward reaching all our area.

3.  Why do we describe our location as the northwest side of the Research Triangle instead of simply Chapel Hill or Durham? Because we believe that we have been called to fill a gap between Chapel Hill and Durham (drawing from both communities) to complement and cooperate with other evangelical churches which were here before us and because we believe that we have been called to try to become a regional resource church which can help start other churches and provide specialized ministries for the area.

4.  How large will we grow? Only the Lord of the church knows, but our current understanding of his plan for us would be to plant other churches rather than growing beyond 1,000 members. We believe it is desirable to be large enough both to make a noticeable impact on our area and to be a resource for world evangelization yet small enough to meet together at the same time and place.

5.  What kind of church will we be theologically? We are an evangelical congregation affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America. By evangelical we mean characterized by the gospel, the message about the seeking and saving Son of God, Jesus Christ, contained in the authoritative Word of God, the Bible. By being part of the PCA we bind ourselves to other churches of like heart who express their understanding of biblical teaching through the Westminster standards. We describe ourselves as evangelical first and presbyterian second to distinguish essential doctrines from important but non-essential ones.

6.  When will our vision for this church have been fulfilled? When the earth is full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9). We intend to be worshiping the Shepherd, feeding the flock, and seeking the lost until Christ’s Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20 is completed not just in Chapel Hill-Durham, but around the world and our Lord returns in glory to consummate his kingdom.






