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Biblical Worldview and Cultural Engagement
Introduction
Definition of a Worldview

A worldview is a coherent set of beliefs that form a framework or grid through which all of reality is understood. A worldview answers the most fundamental questions of existence:


· Where do we come from?

· Who are we and what is our purpose?

· What is the nature of God and our world?

· Where are we headed?

These beliefs or assumptions about reality are so foundational to our existence that most people never question them or even recognize that others operate by different assumptions.

Comparison of Worldviews

Western society has shifted over the past several years from a primarily Christian worldview to a modern secular worldview and eventually to a postmodern secular worldview. In addition, western culture has experienced an insurgence of ideas from more Eastern philosophies
.

· Christian Worldview: 
Assumes God exists and His revelation is standard for all truth.

· Modern Secular Worldview: 
Assumes only mater and energy exist, and human reason is standard for all things. Science and technology are saviors for society. 

· Postmodern Secular Worldview:
The gods of science and reason have died, so people have no standard for truth or reality. Everyone sees reality through his or her own relative perspectives. 

· Eastern Worldview:
Everything originated from one cosmic source. Everything we see is an illusion, and the goal of humanity is to detach ourselves from this world and reunite with that unity
.

Question
Christian
Modern Secular
Eastern

Origins
Creation by God
Evolution
Cosmic Oneness

Nature of Fall
Rebellion against God
Ignorance and Superstition
Separation into Distinct Forms
(Ignorance of Oneness)

Redemption
Christ’s Sacrifice and Forgiveness
Human Reason Aided by Science and Technology
Deny Illusion of World
(Meditation)

Final End
Final Judgement
Human Created Utopia
(Death of Universe)
Reuniting with Oneness

The Rise and Fall of Modernism

In order to properly challenge secular Americans’ worldview, one must understand the philosophical development of modernism and postmodernism, which permeate Americans’ perspective of life. The brief overview that follows will lay the foundation needed to engage the secular world.
  

Early Middle Ages


1.
Church became corrupt and worldly and copied power structures of Roman Empire.

2.
Church became dominated by Platonic philosophy, which stressed spiritual realities over physical realities. Religious work was seen as more sacred than secular work.

Late Middle Ages
1.  Aquinas did not believe the human mind was fallen, so he placed too much trust in Pagan philosophy.

2.  Church rediscovered Aristotle’s writings, and his philosophy became foundation for Aquinas’ Christian Philosophy.

3. 
Aristotle’s philosophy focused on particulars (everything in material world) instead of universals (spiritual with Plato), so everyday life again became important. He also developed laws of logic and reason.

Renaissance
1. 
Greek and Roman culture and philosophy were fully rediscovered and celebrated. 

2. 
Human reason was elevated, and man was seen as the starting point for truth and reality (humanism).

Reformation
1. 
Reformers rediscovered truth about total depravity of man (including reason), and they reintroduced the Bible as the highest standard of authority. 

2.
The reformers could critique both Plato and Aristotle, so they could bring together the universals (spiritual truths, meaning and purpose) with the particulars (everyday life). 

Enlightenment (Age of Reason)
1.  
Rise of science (Newton, Kepler) and empirical knowledge radically altered perspective of world and daily life and eventually brought the Industrial Revolution (Modernism).

2.  Descartes developed idea that one must doubt everything and start with self as foundation of knowledge: “I think therefore I am.” People believed that starting with themselves they could determine all objective truth and solve all the problems of society through science and technological progress.

3.  Universe was seen as closed system, so spiritual reality was rejected. All truth and knowledge needed to be attained through reason and empirical data.

Collapse of Modernism
1. 
Philosophers again began to realize that starting only with particulars (man and his reason), universals could not be determined, and life became fragmented.

2. 
Kierkegard rejected reason since it only lead to despair, and he described true belief as an irrational leap of faith.

3. 
Kant recognized that knowledge is always seen through personal framework or grid: one can not directly access absolute truth. 

4. 
Nietzsche recognized that authority structures and “experts” were used to control masses. People needed to “will to power” to force their views and ideas into a realm controlled by only a few voices.

5. 
Heidegger taught that people had to create their own meaning in life. Sartre followed in his tradition and eventual said life is absurd, and meaning had to be created through radical individualism and personal choice. Truth was reduced to personal experience. 

6. 
Kuhn recognized that scientific ideas were not simply developed through objective knowledge, but they would develop from grids through which data was interpreted. Theories of relativity, quantum mechanics, and nonlinear dynamics shattered Newtonian view of world.

7. 
Derrida taught that a text does not have objective meaning, but it can be deconstructed and interpreted within a person’s own cultural context. 

8. 
Modernist promises of utopia proved bankrupt.

Rise of Postmodernism
1. 
No true metanarrative or true worldview exists; objective truth can not be determined. Every community constructs their own view of reality and interprets the world through that view. Our minds create reality, not mirror it. People are not autonomous since their communities shape their perspective.

2. 
Society is not progressing toward a utopia. Such ideas are myths used by Western culture to control society.

3. 
Life has no inherent meaning, so each person must construct their own meaning through their personal choices. Personal choice and tolerance become the highest ideals.

4.
The supernatural has become more accepted in the postmodern world, so many people have turned to the New Age movement from spiritual fulfillment. The New Age movement believes in an impersonal cosmic force that interconnects everything on earth.  

Results of Worldviews Applied to Society
Family and Sexuality

The secular perspective of family and sexuality denies any absolute moral standards. All family structures and sexual mores are seen as the products of blind historical chance. Therefore, society should tolerate all lifestyles and sexual practices, including homosexuality and pedophilia.

The Christian perspective recognizes family as a sacred institution ordained by God. Also, since God created our sexual drives, He also gave use guidelines on the proper time and place for sex, namely marriage. Lifestyles, such as sexual promiscuity, homosexuality, and pedophilia are aberrations of God’s created order, so they will ultimately result in pain, suffering, and instability in society.
 

Consequences of Abortion:

Four times death rate than woman who carries to term

Dramatic increase in likelihood of cancer

Double risk of multiple future pregnancy complications

Twice as likely to need to visit doctor in year after abortion

Strong likelihood of stress disorders

Consequences of Homosexual Lifestyle:

Venereal disease rate 22 times above the national average

Age expectancy decreased by 20 years

The average homosexual has between 300 and 500 partners

Homosexuals are 24 to 48 times more likely to abuse children

Work and Business

The secular perspective of business sees work as a means to an end, typically pleasure, power, or entertainment. The secular business leaders often has little concern for the impact their products have on the community, and they often see their employees as expendable commodities. The secular business owners often make morally questionable decisions based on situational ethics to advance their own agendas.

The Christian perspective of business sees work as a gift from God to produce character and provide opportunities to take part in God’s purposes on the earth. Christian business leaders see their businesses as tools to transform communities and improve the lives of their employees. The business is governed by God’s laws, and the business owner sees the business as a stewardship from God to expand His Kingdom on the earth.
 

Assumption
Christian
Secular

Goal
Serve Community
Make Money 

View of Employees
People to Serve
Commodities

Directing Principles
Honesty and Integrity
Survival of Fittest

View of Work
Gift from God
Means to End

Table 2. Christian and Secular Assumptions in Business

Law and Government

The secular perspective of law sees all laws as arbitrary rules made by society to meet some pragmatic goal. Government is seen as the ultimate source of power and authority. Since only government can produce order and provide security and meaning in life, government leaders should gain as much power as possible to govern the lives of the average citizens and society.

The Christian perspective sees civil laws as reflections of God’s commands. If people recognize this perspective, then they will have internal constraint to follow the law. In addition, Government is a servant of the people, so it should have limited power. 

Education

Secular education begins with the premise that students are either animals adapting to their surroundings, who need to be freed from the constraints of religion and family (Dewey), or as moldable clay to be shaped into predetermined roles established by the social elite. All information is presented through the grid that God and religion have no practical role in society. Students are conditioned to become subservient and dependent on others to direct their course in life. Their intellectual development is restricted to that which is necessary for their roles in society.
  

Christian education begins with the premise that children are created in the image of God and have unique giftings and callings. The goal of education is to empower students to identify and fulfill God’s purposes in their lives. All truth is seen from the perspective of God’s revelation. Education focuses on character development and on learning how to learn and think. The end result is an autonomous individual who can direct his or her course in life. 

Assumption
Christian
Secular

Primary Benefactor
Individual
State

Content
Logic and Reasoning
Character Development
Simple Facts and Skills and Psychotherapy

View of Student
Independent Individual
Moldable Clay

Goal
Make Independent
Make Subservient

Primary Director
Parents and Individual
Total State Control

Table 3. Christian and Secular Assumptions in Education

Medicine

Secular medicine sees the patient as a biological machine and primarily focuses on the disease. Often the personal needs of the patient are forgotten in modern medicine’s focus on scientific protocols and risk management. In addition, secular medicine is powerless to help problems whose basis is spiritual. 

The Christian perspective of medicine sees people holistically, so the physician recognizes the need to treat the patient both physically and spiritually. The Christian doctor can then apply both conventional medicine and minister to the patient through prayer and counseling. The goal of Christian medicine is not only to end the disease but also to see that every aspect of the patient’s life is in proper order. 

Assumption
Christian
Secular

Goal
Complete Wellness
Remove Disease

View of Patient
Physical and Spiritual
Biological Machine

Cause of Disease
Biological Causes and Fall
Only Biological Causes

Source of Healing
Restoration with God and Creation
Medicine

Table 4. Christian and Secular Assumptions in Medicine

Engaging Culture
Transition in America

Americans have historically embraced at least a semi-Christian worldview, but several factors have led to a shift toward the secular perspective:

1. Revivalism in America promoted an emotion-centered, anti-intellectual faith, causing the Christian mind to atrophy.

2. Ideas from Europe threatened the veracity of the Christian faith. Darwinian evolution challenged the view that people are a special creation of God. Higher critical scholarship challenged the historical truth of the Bible. 

3. The churches in the north embraced the new ideas and produced a Christianity, which maintained the superficial external features of the historic faith, but it rejected the core beliefs. In contrast, the churches in the south maintained the historic beliefs, but they retreated from society and the intellectual arena and hid in the Christian ghetto. 

4. The industrialists and secular humanists used their influence and wealth to transform primary and higher education to promote the secular worldview.

5. Eventually every area of society from media to entertainment to business operated and presented ideas from a purely secular perspective. 
Current State of Church

Many superficial signs suggest that the church in America is healthy and vibrant. A large percentage of Americans claim to be “born again” Christians and a large number to people claim that their faith plays a significant role in their lives. However, the lack of understanding by most Christians of the foundational beliefs of the Christian faith has resulted in Christians consciously maintaining superficial Christian beliefs but practically living their lives based on the secular perception of reality. This schizophrenia has had devastating results on the church: 

· Christians Abandoning Their Faith: 
Since Christians are constantly bombarded by messages that promote the secular perspective of reality, many Christians eventually feel that their faith seems irrational or irrelevant. About half of the Christians who attend college eventually abandon their faith. 

· Christians Living Identically to the Unchurched:
The statistics for many of the social problems in society are identical to those for the church. In addition, the ethical behavior for Christians and the unchurched at work is identical. 

· The Church Making No Significant Impact in the World:
The church is seen by the secular world as the last place to look for solutions to the many complex problems facing society, such as racial tensions, environmental degradation, and social injustice. In addition, the influence of the church on the culture seems negligible. 



Four Models for Cultural Engagement

1. Isolation: 
Retreat from the secular world to prevent contamination.

2. Domination: 
Use political means to force a Christian agenda on secular society. Work towards external transformation of society. 

3. Capitulation: 
Embrace the secular system and live identically to the secular world. Allow the church to become transformed into the image of the world. 

4.
Transformation: 
Deeply understand both the Biblical perspective of reality and the secular perspective. Filter the secular ideas through the Biblical framework to identify both truths and errors. Synthesize and present a product or perspective to the world that is superior to all others. Work toward gradual internal transformation of society.



Applying Transformation Model to Society

Transforming Society’s Views on the Family and Sexuality
Most importantly, Christians can model loving and faithful families. They can also lobby for public policies that support and protect the family. They can also distribute accurate information on the consequences of alternative lifestyles, and they can work toward bringing healing and restoration to people trapped in destructive sexual patterns.

Transforming Education

Christians can engage the educational establishment by promoting more intellectually demanding and less secularly biased curricula in public schools. In addition, they can offer additional training to equip students on how to think critically and on how to direct their own intellectual development. Christians can also establish schools, which teach from a truly Christian perspective, to produce students who become effective leaders in society.
Transforming Law and Government

Christians can promote laws that are based on Biblical principles. They can also empower individuals to take responsibility for their communities, so non-local government does not need to take such a controlling hand in areas, such as helping the poor, that they are ill equipped to handle. In addition, Christians can serve in government offices are work toward the benefit of the people.  

Transforming Business

The Christian businessperson can develop companies that model integrity and honesty and that help serve the employees through practical training. Christian companies can also act as strong witnesses to the community by developing projects to serve the poor and underprivileged. The companies’ products or services can be developed to maximize their beneficial impact in the community.

Transforming Medicine

Christians can influence the practice of secular medicine by researching the effects of spiritual faith on health. For instance, Dr. Harold Koenig at Duke University has clinically shown the beneficial effects of the role of faith and prayer in recovering from illness or trauma. In addition, Christian doctors can pray with their patients and point out non-physical causes for their diseases, such as unforgiveness or harmful lifestyles. Christian doctors can also integrate traditional medicine with nutritional and pastoral counseling.

Beginning Steps
Recognize that God sees you as a pastor in your sphere of influence, and He could potentially desire for you to bring transformation in any area of society you encounter. Identify which discipline or area of interest you feel God would direct you to bring transformation first. The following steps should help you to begin:

1. Establish Strong Foundation:
Thoroughly study the Christian faith and the Christian worldview. Then, learn to maintain an intimate relationship with God and train to effectively serve as a minister of the Gospel, particularly in the context of your spiritual gifts. The extent to which the power of God works in your life is the extent to which you can bring lasting transformation. 

2. Study Biblical and Secular Perspectives:
Identify the key areas of the Bible that relate to a given discipline. Also, study to thoroughly understand secular theories and practices. Include a careful study of the historical develop of the field, the major contributors and their philosophical perspectives, and the historical relationship between the discipline and the Church.

3. Identify Points of Agreement and Disagreement:
Determine theories or practices that coincide with Biblical truths and identify those which contradict. Use points of agreement as opportunities to illustrate the truth of the Christian faith. Determine how points of disagreement influence discipline.

4. Develop Support Community:
Organize other Christians to coordinate efforts to transform discipline. The community can develop training, provide mentorship, or organize events to meet developed goals. 

5. Develop Strategy to Transform Discipline or Sphere of Influence:
Develop large-scale strategy to influence discipline. Identify key target areas or positions, determine points of tension within discipline, and analyze culture of discipline to determine how to best convey ideas. Also, look for opportunities to use skills to help advance Church programs, such as missions.

Resources


Biblical Worldview and Christian Faith

Colson, Chuck, How Now Shall We Live 

Schaeffer, Frances, How Then Shall We Live 

Sire, James, The Universe Next Door 

Johnson, Phillip, Reason in the Balance and The Wedge of Truth 

Zacharias, Ravi, Jesus Among Other Gods
Lewis, CS, Mere Christianity
Noll, Mark, Scandal of the Evangelical Mind 

Strobel, Lee, The Case for Christ and The Case for Faith


Evolution and Science:

Behe, Michael, Darwin's Black Box 

Wells, Jonathon, Icons of Evolution
Denton, Michael, Evolution: A Theory in Crisis and Nature’s Destiny
Johnson, Phillip, Darwin on Trial 

Pearcey, Nancy, The Soul of Science 

Ross, Hugh, Creator and the Cosmos 

Newman, Robert C. and Wiester, John, What Does Darwin Have to Do With It? (See www.arn.org)

Video: Unlocking the Mystery of Life (See www.discovery.org)

Access Research Network: www.arn.org

Discovery Institute: www.discoverty.org

Reasons to Believe: www.reasons.org

Interdisciplinary Biblical Research Institute: www.ibri.org

God from Science: www.godandscience.org

Education:
Gatto, John, The Underground History of American Education

B.K. Eakman, Coloning of the American Mind

Rushdoony, The Messianic Character of American Education
Medicine:

Koenig, Harold, The Healing Power of Faith
Wilson, William, The Grace to Grow
Christian Medical and Dental Association: www.cmda.org

Business and General Marketplace Ministries:

Silvoso, Ed, Anointed for Business
Gordon-Conwell Resources: www.gordonconwell.edu/ockenga/mockler/index.html

Marketplace Ministries: www.marketplaceministries.org 

International Coalition of Marketplace Ministries: www.icwm.net
Specific Issues
Postman, Neil, Amusing Ourselves to Death

Sears, Alan & Craig Osten, The Homosexual Agenda
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� Sire, James, The Universe Next Door


� See The Compact Guide to World Religions for more details about specific religions


� Summary of Schaeffer, Francis, How Then Shall We Life?


� Reisman, Judith, Kinsey, Crimes & Consequences, the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Net-work


� Shalit, Wendy, Return to Modesty, Discovering the Lost Virtue 


� http://www.afterabortion.org/reasmor.html


� American Journal of Public Health (1985 (75) pp.493-496


� Psychological Reports, 1986 (58) pp. 327-337 


� Silvoso, Ed, Anointed for Business


� Gatto, John, Underground History of American Education


� Noll, Mark, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind and 
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