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Eph 5:21-32

Review: What is our response to God’s great redemption

How are we to live as wise in this present age (v15-21)

1. Understand the Lord’s will

2. 2. Be filled with the Spirit

3. Encourage each other—enthusiasm in community

4. Submit to one another 

What is the reason why we do this, why we submit to one another.. the fuel is grace. Rom 12:1

The question: why do we submit to one another? How do you answer in context of all we read in Ephesians?

· built up into a temple together, that the God would be the head of all things, the church. 

Read 22-33

V 31: What is Paul saying here? What is the mystery of Marriage?

It is the exact image of Christ and the church

Marriage stands for something more, the relationship of Christ and the church

It reflects the gospel story and it a witness to the gospel to the world (as in all the ways we submit to one another.)
V 28-30: What are the parallel between the marriage relationship and Christ and the church?


1. The husband and wife are one flesh, the same care husband has he has for himself


2. In the same way, the glory of Christ is in His church, to chersish and to nourish the church is to glorify Himself. 

Therefore, to understand marriage, and our roles in marriage we must understand the metaphor of Christ’s marriage to the church. 

The roles in marriage are rooted in the roles of Christ and the church. 

Role of Christ : Phil 2-6-11

Role of Church Rom 12-1-5
V22-25 What are the roles of wives and husbands in marriage relationship. 

Wives—submit to husband. How? As in the Lord, as the church submits to Christ (24)


-- intelligent, willing submission

Husbands—love your wives, be the head of the wife. 

· humble loving leadership
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Review last week

1. What is the Mystery of Marriage as described by Paul?

2. How would you describe the relationship between Crist and the Church?

3. Summarize the role of wives and husbands in marriage relationships

The Big Question—We are fallen, husband is not Christ, neither is wife perfect—how do we submit and trust each other in light of our sinfulness, in light of our fallenness


Not just an issue of men women submission, but an issue of every aspect of our lives.

Read Eph 4:20-24—We are to put off old self.

Therefore, in order to understand how to put on the new self, we must understand what we are redeemed from and what we are redeemed towards (or for)

Read: Genesis 1:27, 2:15-25


1. What does Gen 1:27 say about how God views men and women

2. Are there special responsibilities assigned to men and women, and is this contrary to equality?

3. Is there significance to Adam being formed 1st? What are the implications from this passage


Does it mean that men are superior?


Primary respoinsibility, primary leadership and initiator

1. Primary responsibility to teach and for the moral pattern of life in Eden

Who did God give the edicts of Eden to? To adam. He did not repeat them for Eve, because Adam was expected, entrusted with accountability for all of eden.

3:9. He held Adam primarily responsible for moral failure, not Eve

2. What is the implication for men and women in their particular roles? How did God intend for them to interact?
a. Men—leaders, entrusted, responsible

b. Women—joyful, responders, support

3. 3:1 How does Satan attach God’s ordained order in bringing sin into the world. What is his strategy? Why did he approach Eve first?

· He reversed the created order. Adam became passive, and Eve became aggressive. Adam said nothing, and Eve led them astray.

4. What are the practical implications for men? How are we to put on the new self in our role

a. Accept our roles as leaders—

b. Take risk of getting egg on faces, pray for help with tremendous responsibility, but don’t be afraid to take our place, be intentional and thoughtful for the good of women, disciplined, take initiative and lay down our lives.

Intent of roles of men and women—something wonderful in complementarity.
What are the practical results of the fall? Sin has corrupted perfect complementarity

Read: Genesis 3:16

Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you. 

What does this mean? Is the fall= husband’s leadership and women’s submission?

Desire—Read 4:7. How is desire used here? Sin’s desire is for you—Sin wants to dominate you, overpower you

Fall= role reversal. Women desire to self aggrandize and overpower men, men respond by dominmating women. Both self aggrandizing. 

What are some effects of role reversal, the fall on modern society today?

How can we “put on the new self”, restore created order today?

How are men to lead and women to submit biblically? How does biblical submission guard against perversion of God given roles?
Biblical manhood—

“At the heart of mature masculinity” 


Not exhaustive description, but central to the heart. Maturity implies spectrum of growth—no one completely sanctified. A process of growing out of tendencies of old self. 

“Is a sense of”


Does not have to be always actualized—sometimes physically impossible, but deep rooted in his desire

“Benevolent responsibility” 


No condescension, no self aggrandizing, but as he loves his own body, honor and prize women, and step up and take responsibility

“To Lead”

1. Eph 5:23-25 Servant leadership, bot demanding but serving

2. Head of wife as Christ the Chruch. Leads wife to Christ, not to himself. Wife should be moving towards Christ, and has responsibility to question and encourage movement towards Christ

3. Not superioryt, but encourages the strengths of others to be fellow heirs in Christ

4. Responsbility to provide a pattern of initiative

5. Accepts the burden of final say in a world of chaos

6. Provides a model of repentance, and child bearing

“Provide for, and protect”


As in garden, Adam was primarily held responsible for the care of family and garden, so we are to step up in provision and protection, accepting danger and responsibility to meet families needs.

Biblical womanhood

‘At the heart of mature feminitiy”

“Is a freeing disposition” 


A disposition that may express itself in a variety of differing ways, rather than a set role. 


Submission is not a specific set of behaviors, but an attitude. She can affirm him in her desire to forsake sin


Freeing becayse it is in alignment with her design specifications. (ie example of parachute)
“To Affirm and receive and nurtures strength and leadership from worthy men”
1. Rooted in commitment to Christ and discering what pleases Him

2. Has a clear view of what is mature masculinity

Affirm—advocate complentarity, Receive—natural and glad to accept leadership, Nurture—strenghte the resources of masculitnity

“In ways appropriate to differing reslationships”


What about non marital relationship. EG Doctors and students. Women can influence men in a impersonal and nondirective way, vs a personal and directive way. 

V22-29. How would you define the specifics of Headship for men
A divine calling (25)  to servant leadership (25) for the protection (29) and provision (27)of women

How would you define submission?

Divine calling (22) to honor and affirm (24) her husbans leadership (33) and help carry it though according to her gits. 

In view of Christ’s relationship with the church, is there a contradiction between the idea of “mutual submission” and rhte roles of leaders and responders?

Mutual submission doesn’t mean that both parties must submit in exactly the same way

Christ submitted to church in a way the church could not

Mutual submission transforms our roles, not contradicts—husbands cannot dominate, wives can’t fade away—submit out of reverence to Christ

Final example: ballroom dancing. Each has beautiful enjoyable roles, that to deny would make the dance fall apart. 

Biblical Manhood and Womanhood
“Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.  Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.”

(Romans 12:1-5a)

“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. “
 (Philippians 2:6-11)
	Biblical Manhood
	Biblical Womanhood

	At the heart of mature masculinity is a sense of benevolent responsibility to lead, provide for and protect women in ways appropriate to a man’s differing relationships.


	At the heart of mature femininity is a freeing disposition to affirm, receive and nurture strength and leadership from worthy men in ways appropriate to a woman’s differing relationships.  




Headship is the divine calling of a husband to take primary responsibility for Christ-like, servant leadership, protection and provision in the home.

Submission is the divine calling of a wife to honor and affirm her husband's leadership and help carry it through according to her gifts.

The Biblical Vision of Complementarity
Wives
Genesis 2:18-24, Proverbs 5:15-19, Proverbs 31:10-31, Mark 10:2-12, Ephesians 5:21-33, Colossians 3:18-19, 

1 Peter 3:1-7

Teachers
1 Timothy 2:11-12, Titus 2:3-5, Proverbs 1:8, Proverbs 31:26, Acts 18:26

