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Brief overview

1: Since we have received riches of grace, quickening us from death to life

1. Remember your former state(v12) as sinners and Gentiles, hopeless, far away Godless

a. Now you are broght near. The situation has dramatically changed

V14. He is our peace, making the two one (Jew/Gentiles)

2. This is the gospel of reconciliation—removed barried of law (against Gentiles)

a. The gospel not only reconciles us vertically to God, but horizontally to each other

b. we are also vertically reconciled to God via the cross (v16) Equal opportunity to both Jes and Gentile, so that no one can boast. 

c. A cosmic reconcialiation of the church not just Jew or Gentile or Jew then Gentile. One humanity, one church, a new cosmic unity
Ephesians 2:19-3:13

Pat Pun

Outline

I. One in Christ continued 

a. A new position—fellow citizens in God’s kingdom

b. A new illustration of the church—a building 

i. On Christ the cornerstone

ii. On the foundation of the apostles/prophets

iii. Built outward from fellow believers and joined together as one structure

II. Paul “a prisoner of Jesus for the sake of the Gentiles

a. His personal story and commission to preach God’s mystery
b. The mystery is that the Gentiles are now heirs together with Israel, sharers in the promise of Jesus.

c. God plans o administer that mystery 

i. Through the church

ii. To the heavenly authorities – cosmic

iii. The mystery is the wisdom of God, according to his purpose accomplished in Christ

Study

V19: “Consequently, you….” 

Review: v11-18

What has Christ redeemed the Gentiles from? What has he redeemed the Gentiles into? What is the imagery/metaphors that he uses?

Before

After

Uncircimsized
Circumsized (v11)

Without hope (v12

Far


Near (v13)

Diving wall (v14)

Broken down

Two men

One man (v15)




New Creation

There where significant barriers existing between Jews and Gentiles, but Christ has dramatically changed all that and changed the Gentiles fundamental position. 

What is the result of God’s redemption of the Gentiles (v19). What metaphor does Paul use here?

· We are now the priesthood of believers. No longer just the Jews, but an extended family. Not just second class citizens, but added and included in the family. 

How does Paul illustrate the household of God in v20-21?
· A building. A dwelling place for the Lord—the Lord will dwell among his people forever

· Cornerstone is Christ. A cornerstone is that from which the building is built upward and outward. It supports the entire structure

· Foundation is the work of the apostiles and prophets. The first layer on which all else is built upon is the work of the founding fathers, and the apostles. 

· Joined together. We are not just individual bricks, cogs in the machine that happen to be totehter—we are actually joined together glued, into one structure where Christ dwells and Christ is seen among the world. 

Eph 3:1

“For this reason—Paul is continuing his prayer from 1:15 for the Gentiles—“ The reason, in context, continues to be the wonders of the Gospel and the new cosmic redemption and unity we have in it that keep driving Paul to pray…

“the prisoner of Jesus, for the sake of the Gentiles”

Here Paul gets a bit sidetracked, and feels the need to interrupt his prayer and elaborate on the call of Christ on his life to minister to the Gentiles.

Q. Why is Paul a prisoner? Because he probably actually was. He was likely under house arrest at the time, for the sake of the gospel to the Gentiles

V 2-3 What is the “mystery made known by revelation, administration of God’s Grace?”

V6 Though the gospel, gentiles are made heirs with Israel—they are one body and one promise


Why is this such a mystery, why is it so hidden (v5), how is this contrary to popular Jewish belief?


What is so new about it?


Is 2:1-4 At best, Israelites expected that perhaps the rest of the world would come to admire their new kingdom and new Messiah, but they never expected to be included as one body before God

Q. How does Paul describe the new position of the Gentiles (v6)


-- Heirs


-- Together with Israel


-- Members of one body


-- Sharers of the promise in Jesus
How is this profound?

How do we think of the inclusivity of the gospel? Do we really think that the gospel is for everyone?

V7-8 Paul’s personal experience of is comissino—privelge to be counted as the least of the all the apostles.


How often do we stand so in awe of the privilege of sharing the gospel that it calls us to be in chains for the sake of the grace commissioned.?

V8-- How does grace commission us to preach?


Unsearchable riches of the gospel
V8 What is the grace (mission) given to Paul
1. to preach to the gentils—the cosmic gospel, unserachable riches

2. To make plain to ALL the of the mystery

V 10. How does God plan to reveal his mystery? Why is this significant


1. Through the church


2. To the heavenly authorities


3. The wisdom of God, according to the purpose accomplished in Christ. 

