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The Spiritual Battle

Ephesians 6:10-20

I. Introduction

A. Read

1. Ephesians 6:10-20

2. 2 Corinthians 10:1-4

3. Acts 19:8-20

B. Background

1. Capital of region of Asia minor, political and economic power, large city (like DC)

2. Paul engaged at religious, economic, and educational fronts

3. Occult, Temple of Artemis (Diana)

4. Paul had extraordinary miracles

C. Purpose

1. Encourage believers, particularly through opposition and trials

2. Understand purpose of church

3. Promote unity between Gentiles and Jews

II. Review and Framework

A. Chapter 1: Identity

1. Chose you to be adopted as Children

2. Christ raised above every power and principality

3. Same power working in us

4. Chose the church to represent Christ on earth

B. Chapter 2: Transformation

1. Were controlled by Satan through fleshly desires (2:1-6)

2. We were transformed, raised with Christ

3. We are God’s workmanship prepared for purpose determined at beginning

4. Church created by fusing Gentiles and Jews 

C. Chapter 3: Paul’s calling and prayers

1. Called to preach to Gentiles

2. Filled to full measure of God - oracles

3. Prayed church would understand God’s love and inheritance (God can do it!)

D. Chapter 4: Trained and united together

1. Leaders prepare people for works of service

2. People knitted together to grow

E. Chapter 5: Practical advice

1. Keep unity, humble, love

2. Avoid pride, anger, lust, envy, unthankfulness, unforgiveness, unkindness

III. Chapter 6: Practical Relationships and Battle

A. Proper relationships between spouses, children, working

B. Recognize battle: Attacks against identity of individual believers, attacks against unity in community, and attacks against truth and purposes of God from world systems like media and secular education

C. Put on Armor

1. Truth: Nature of God and self, nature of world

2. Righteousness: Identity in Christ

3. Readiness from Gospel of peace: joy of God’s love, focus on advancing Kingdom

4. Shield of faith: extinguish lies and accusations

5. Helmet of salvation: hope and joy for ultimate end

6. Sword of spirit: word of God

D. Pray in Spirit: Pray directed by God’s purposes and truths

E. Present Gospel: Purpose of life is to advance God’s Kingdom

