James 5:13—
Prayer for the Sick

5:13 Is anyone among you suffering? He should pray. Is anyone in good spirits? He should sing praises. 5:14 Is anyone among you ill? He should summon the elders of the church, and they should pray for him and anoint15 him with oil in the name of the Lord. 5:15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick and the Lord will raise him up—and if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.16 5:16 So confess your sins to one another and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great effectiveness.17 5:17 Elijah was a human being18 like us, and he prayed earnestly19 that it would not rain and there was no rain on the land for three years and six months! 5:18 Then20 he prayed again, and the sky gave rain and the land sprouted with a harvest. 

5:19 My brothers and sisters,21 if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone turns him back, 5:20 he should know that the one who turns a sinner back from his wandering path22 will save that person’s23 soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

Summary so far

James 4-5

4:1-17 Submit yourselves to God in issues of community


Submit yourselves in issuesof the future


Submit in ussies of wealth


Submit in issues of suffering and promises

In all these things, operative is the issue of TRUST. Who/or in what do you trust in? How do our attitudes towards these issues reflect the condition of our hearts? Who is ultimately in charge of all those things? How do we deceive our selves into thinking self-suffciently?

How do we become better followers of Christ in these things?

Now we turn to an important issue: Our health and the way we pray. 
The Prayer of Faith

Think of an example recently in which you prayed fervently for. What was your attitude in prayer. How did God answer your prayer? How did God live up to the expectations (or lack of expectation ) you came with when you prayed?

Did you feel like your prayer was effective? Do you feel like an effective prayor?

Vs 13: Is anyone in trouble: He should pray. Is anyone happy, he should pray

Our first response in suffering or blessing is to come before the Lord. This is in line with patience in suffering. 
V15-16: What Is the relationship between prayer and healing?

The prayer for a miracle? Healing oil? Is anyone sick? He whould call the elders. Who or how does the healing occur?

Vs 15—the prayer offered in faith will make the person well, the Lord will raie him up. God is the ultimate source of healing, not the oil, or the elders, or the prayer itself. 
V15-16: What is the relationship between sin and sickness?
Not all sickness is directly related to sin (John 9:3) but sin can cause sickness (1 Cor 11:30, Rom 8:, Ps 38:3) If sin is involved, then this root needs to be dealth with before moving to the symptoms of the root. 

V 17-18: Whose prayer is effective? What is the characteristic of the effective prayor. 

Prayer of a righteous man

Elijah—just a man like us

Faithful in prayer, comes to the lord as the giver of all things, suffering and blessing. 
V 19-20 Concluding remarks

James closes his letter by stating exactluy why he has written the letter. We must remember the truth, remember what we look like, and live like who we are. 

His purpose, and our purpose, is for restoration, not condemnation. Will result in life and forgiveness of a multitude of sins. 
1. What is the relationship between prayer and healing? (ie operative realtionship)

2. What about those who are prayed for but do not heal, or even die? Did prayer fail? Did God fail? Did the prayor not have enough faith?

3. What about sin and illness? Are all illness = sin and should we be looking for unconfessed sin in those who are ill? 

-------------

1&2. To answer this question, I think you have to look at the context of this whole passage and the context of the NT as a whole. There are numerous passages in the NT which call us to pray for the ill. Jesus and his disciples healed many. Paul  frequently healed and discussed gifts of healing among gifts of the spirit (1 cor 12:9) We know that Jesus desire is for healing and restoration of the body-- but we also know that not every one is healed. I find the passage in Joen 9:1-2 about the man born blind particularly instructive-- his illness was not a matter of his lack of faith, or his sin, but "so the work of God may be displayed in his life" So illness in this case was actually served to glorify God. 

So we know that God cares about physical wellbeing, he desires healing, and he is the source of all healing, but he does not always heal-- yet all this is for his purpose and glory. So taking James now in this context, it is not at all  suprising that James would close his letter with a call to healing prayer-- we could expect that the readers of the letter were already familiar with the source of all healing (God) and our dependence on him through prayer. He is not making a simple formulaic maxim of "prayer offered in faith will [always] make well" in a Cosmic santa claus sort of way, we are talking more about praying out of an understanding, a relationship with God that 1. God is all powerful and the source of all healing 2. God's general will is for all to be healed, but God is still soverign and has the best interest in mind 3. Pray out of faith that God CAN use prayers in faith to heal. 4. FAITH itself implies a committement to entrust healing to God to work out the healing in his way, in his time. So this is is in noway a formula that GOd is OBLIGATED to heal, but that God "will heal" in the sense that God DOES heal, he can and does do miraculous healing. 

   All that to say that we should as James exhorts us to pray, but we can't take this out of context of the rest of scripture to mean that prayer is now a formula of guaranteed success. God will and does heal, but over all things he is Lord and his purpose will be done. 

3. Sin and sickness. Again, refer to John 9:1-2. We of course know that spiritual illness can lead to physical illness, but it doesn't ALWAYS have to be case. Plus in this passage there is no real direct correlation between sin and his sickness. "IF he has sinned..."

