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James 2:1-13

Review so far

Listening and Doing

“Do not merely listen to the word, do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror, and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like”

James is not pulling any punches here. He wants our words, our deeds to reflect who we are in Christ, in all the practicalities that entails. This includes reigning in the tongue (19, 26). Today we will look at what it means in the way we judge others and treat our fellow man, and in the following weeks, how we deal with the issue of stewardship of worldly riches. 

Question 1. Think about an example in your life in which you judged someone unfairly, or unfairly labeled someone. 


According to what value did you judge them. Wha in particular did you favor or discrimate?


What does that say about what we value in life?

Read James 2:1-13. 

Overview: James implores the early church to not show favoritism on the basis of worldly wealth because 1) it is not the attitude of God towards the poor and 2) this is the command of God towards our neighbors

Question 2: How did James’ church treat the 2 visit. ors?  Do we show favoritism in any way in ourchurch? What are our shortcomings? How do we treat our visitors?

Question 3. verse 4,. Why does James call his readers “Judges with evil thoughts?” Is it wrong to judge? Why is it unjust to treat others judge on the basis of wealth?

· we are using the wrong standards to judge, wordly standards

· It reflects an attitude of the heart (“evil thoughts”)

· God commands impartiality Lev 19:15

Question 4. verse 5. What are God’s standards by which he judges the excellency, and worth of a soul?  What does he love.

· He does not value worldly standars or worldly wealth, but imstead he loves those who love him. 

· The poor are blessed, not necessarily categorically, but have a tendency to be more spiritually rich (Luke 6:20)

· Many poor people are chosen, (but not all), which should temper an en bloc discrimination against a people group

Question 5. verse 6-7. James accuses the church of going so far as to honor those who were exploiting them. Can we think of examples in which we “Sell out” to those seen higly in the worlds light but opening oppress the will of God?

Question 6: 8-9: What is God’s commandment which drives out all impartiality? How does this commandment serve as the great equalizer


“Love your neighbor as your self”. Matt 5:44 Parable of the the good Samaritan. Forbids church from disciminating against anyone, for any reason. 
Question 7. What is James’ argument concerning the law and what kind of excuse is he trying to argue against? 

This is part of God’s royal law, which is considered in unity with the “law” as a whole. We cannot be pharisaical about it, in obeying only the most serious laws. 

The extent to which we keep the law, in loving our neighbor as ourselves, is reflective of to what extent we are governed by faith in Christ ourselves.
Question 8:  v12. How does the law bring freedom? We now have the freedom to obey the law, whereas before it condemned us only to death. 

Question 9: Show mercy as you have received mercy. Our outreach to the poor, our treatment of riches, our love of our neighbors, is in direct proportion to the mercy we have received. God rejoices in overcoming his own righteous judgment by his own mercy. Our own merciful attitudes will count as evidence of the presence of the merciful Christ within us. 

Romans 12:1

..those are just some highlights apart from our ongoing work at Kalighat (the home for the dying). on a personal note, there continue to be many struggles and joys.  a few days ago we were walking to Barista (Indian starbucks) to have some peace and quiet and escape the heat. a little girl about 6 came up and stuck out her hand and started reciting her begging mantra. we first gave her a piece of candy but she persisted in wanting more.  melinda asked her name and suddenly she became a little girl again - her eyes lit up and she said "Puja" and asked our names. but then she went back into her routine. we decided we'd buy her some ice cream and asked if she would like some. of course she was delighted. in the process, 4 more kids showed up to benefit from our wealth.  we bought some for everyone and it only cost a bit over $1. 

  it's so easy to look the other way and try to avoid

the beggars. they are everywhere where we are staying

and the needs are so great. i struggle at times with

how to respond. it's easy to say that giving rewards

them and propagates the begging and some try to trick

you into buying them packaged food or medicine only to

sell it back for the money.  but i cannot deny the

need, and the reality that many, even most here, have

no alternative. so daily the struggle continues, but

when we bought that ice cream for those girls, the joy

we received from the look on their faces was of

immeasurable worth. 

  i still don't give nearly all the time, and when i

do, it's easy to feel good and like i've done my deed

for the day, only to be approached by several more

beggars in the span of a few minutes. how little i

have to truly give. i'm amazed to think of Jesus and

how he meets every one of everybody's needs daily the

world over, and loves to do so. i've had days of

feeling empty and spent waking up in the morning and

it has driven me to Christ in prayer. i have been

reminded of the paradox that when i am weak and empty

in myself, that is when Christ can use me most. this

was Mother Teresa's philosophy too. She said, "I

believe that if God finds a person more useless than

me, He will do even greater things through her because

this work is His."  Her philosophy too was simply to

meet the need that was in front of her, not to ask

questions about why the person is like that, but

simply to love them.  

  Love, that is what it is all about. How little I

know of it, it seems at times.  Sundays at Kalighat

after the morning work there is Mass. the homily today

was so very powerful and an amazing statement of what

we are learning and experiencing here.  there are many

people from all over the world that come here to

volunteer, from all different religious and cultural

backgrounds. The priest said the reason they come is

"the invitation of love, but not the love the world

offers..the real love. We come because our souls are

dramatically in need of love."  He summed up so

beautifully that our greatest need is to love and be

loved. We are created for love and He is love.  In new

and beautiful ways we have been understanding what it

means to love Jesus and love others (the 2 greatest

commandments).   Truly the motivation of the Sisters

here is love for Jesus. They take literally Jesus'

words in matthew 25:35-40, and they see Jesus in the

poor and sick here.  The priest went on to expound on

Jesus' words from the cross, "I thirst".  his body was

broken and bloody, full of suffering and pain, and he

says to us, "I love you.  I thirst to fill you with my

love. I thirst that you accept my gift to you....He

beckons us to stand under the cross, "take time to

look at me without any words, just love. do not move

away. take time to receive my looking.  look at my

face, my eyes, they tell you how much i love you. (the

priest giving words to what Jesus says to us through

his sacrificial love). 

  how powerful it is, even when i cannot do anything

medically for some of these patients just to look into

their eyes with care and love, to hold there hand or

stroke their face, to see Jesus in them, and by the

power of the Spirit, for them to see Jesus in me.
Application question. What are the areas in which we lack mercy for our neighbors, for each other? Pray that God would convict us and fill us with his mercy that it might overflow to others.  
