The Justice of God in Election
The question arose last Wednesday concerning, “Is God unjust in arbitrarily choosing some to be saved, and not to others.” I thought about this question this week is this is what I came up with. 

(Much of this is adapted from a sermon I heard on “God’s sovereignty” by RC Sproul)

I. God is sovereign. This means that God is in control of everything, he “ordains whatsoever comes to pass” (Westminister Confession, article 3 I think). That means that there is not one thing, one atom in this universe that he does not sovereignly control. If there was even one molecule that was out of his sovereign will, God would not be sovereign, and cease to be God, as there would be a force too powerful for him to control. Anything that happens cannot happen apart from his control and sovereignty. If something happens by the power of man, nature, God always has the power to prevent it, or he has chosen to allow it to happen. (not necessarily approves of it)

II. People are fallen. There is no denying this in what we see in the world

III. If God is sovereign and people are fallen, how can God be good? 
4 ways he can relate to a fallen world

A. He could ensure that no one who is fallen has an opportunity for salvation. He is a just and holy God. He is never required to save us in his justice. He can decide that He will provide no opportunity for anyone to be saved. There would be nothing “unjust” in this, because he is comepletely in his rights to do this, and he would be just in doing this. 
i. We cannot say that “God ought to be merciful or kind.” He is not obligated to do this. Mercy can never be owed or it would no longer be mercy. Justice, on the other hand, can be obligatory. 

B. He could decide to ensure that everyone is utterly saved in his sovereignty. Yet in reality, we see that everyone is not saved, so this leaves us...

C. He could give some people  have the opportunity or possibility to be saved. In other words, he could give everyone has an equal chance for salvation. He could be an “equal opportunity” savior.

D. He could ensure that some people would be without a doubt, elected, ensured, predestined in their salvation. 

i. If God is a sovereign God, he could, in his sovereignty, absolutely, without a doubt, predestin, and ensure that those he chooses will be saved.
ii. This raises the question—If God could intervene and save some, why not for everyone? Is this fair? Is this Just?

iii. If God has the power to save everyone, yet only gives us the “opportunity” to be saved (as in C), he is also unfair, in that he could ensure salvation for all, but only gives us the possibility of salvation.
iv. Also, if God only gives us the possibility of salvation, there is no assurance that anyone would be saved. We have already seen that, left to our own devices, we ultimately self destruct. (See Romans 1). Most likely, no one would be saved.

IV. Therefore, God is good and just in that he ensures that those he saves will be saved, and that the cross will be effective. 

A. As above, God is under no obligation to save everyone, but he does save some

B. To some, he shows mercy and saves the elect. This is non-justice

C. To some, he withholds his mercy. This is justice.

D. No one gets injustice. 

E. “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy. I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion (God, Ex 33:19)
